
Chairman’s Report 2019 

2019 was a successful year again for Twinning, but we continue to encounter 
the need to attract more families with children, especially those with space 
to host families coming from France with children. 

The Twinning visit to Sucé was in July and we took some 30 people. The visit 
started with a Civic Reception at the new building, l'Escale Culture, at La 
Papiniere on the Thursday. Friday saw a trip out to the Troglodyte Village of 
Rochemenier and to a rose garden at the nearby Doué la Fontaine. Saturday 
was a day with families followed by a Soirée Guinguette at the Mazerolles 
Sailing Club.  Sunday was an outing to the village of la Gacilly associated 
with the perfumer Yves Rocher and to the quaint village of Rochefort en 
Terre. 

This year’s visit from Sucé is scheduled for the 2nd to 6th July. 

We had another success with the Murder Mystery play and also a success 
with the Quiz. Thanks to the Committee for making these work and to Celia 
Binfield for facilitating both events. The Barn Dance also went well. 

Thanks to all who helped with the stalls at the Cricklade Festival. Thanks 
again to Cathy and Chris Atkins for hosting the BBQ successfully again and 
to Cathy for her excellent catering at various events. 

We welcomed Annabel Wallis to the committee. Annabel has set up our 
TicketSource online ticketing system and our Facebook and other social 
media accounts. 

Debbie Dawson Treasurer’s Report will tell you that again we have managed 
to bank enough funds over the years to fund the French visit marking the 
30th Anniversary. 

I said last year that it will be interesting to observe the impact of Brexit, well 
I guess we are still waiting to see its impact.  So once again I would repeat 
that Twinning is about valuing and embracing cultural diversity and is as 
relevant today as it always has been, albeit that we extract considerable 
enjoyment at the same time. In this light and as always, we look to recruit 
younger members – hopefully we have made a small start in this direction.  

Events scheduled in for the year ahead are shown in today’s agenda. In 
previous years we have left it to the “new committee” to organise the events, 
but pressure on the venues in Cricklade mean we no longer entirely have 
that luxury, especially as people change to planning further ahead. 

Finally, I must thank everyone without whose help none of these events and 
activities that make this Twinning organisation function, would happen. 

A big thank you to the Cricklade Bowls Club for allowing us to use these 
premises yet again.  

Let’s look forward to a successful 2020. 


